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This shows that their supposed conservatism and opposition to change are myths as much as their supposed exclusiveness.
It was supposed at one time that the Indian village system was an archaic system, and that it showed in its primitive structure a stage of human development  which   the   Indo-European  nations had left far behind.    This was pointed out as an argument that the Indian village had remained absolutely   unchanged   from   the   most   distant antiquity.    This was the idea under which Sir Henry  Maine worked.    But later researches by Baden-Powell have proved that this was a mistake. The Indian village is no more the survival of some absolutely archaic form than is the present day manor of English law the evidence of an unchanged archaism in English rural life.   Its historical affinity with the  German "Mark" is probably a myth, fostered by an imperfect knowledge of both systems. The fact is that there is a type of village that existed in India, even before the Aryan invasion. When the Aryans came, they adopted the agricultural economy of the country, making such changes as were necessary for their altered circumstances.    Their tribal organisation in a conquered country was devoted to the cultivation of the martial spirit which had established them.   Their intellectual energies were absorbed by poetry, philosophy., and speculation.    Agriculture they left to the subject races.    But it underwent a change with the change in the times.   We can prove that village life in